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YANGEBUP PRIMARY SCHOOL — AIR CONDITIONING 

Grievance 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.10 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Education and concerns 

Yangebup Primary School, which is in my electorate. Yangebup Primary School was built in the 1970s and 

progressively expanded through the 1980s. It has a consistent population—it has always had a relatively 

consistent population—that has gradually grown, as has the school, over the past 20 years. Its students primarily 

come from low-income households and it has a significantly high Indigenous population. Some students with 

minor handicaps attend the school because it has facilities to assist them. As a result of the Building the 

Education Revolution program, the school received a fantastic new hall. As the minister knows through my 

communication with her, there were a few problems with the landscaping around the hall. Just on that, what I 

indicated would happen in the first instance—which was why I suggested a wall should be built—did happen. 

The earth bank at the back of the hall collapsed and went down the side of the bank, knocking down the fence 

below. I suggested to the minister and the Department of Education that a reinforcing wall should be installed to 

hold the bank in place. However, the minister and the department refused my request. What has happened is 

exactly what I predicted would happen. 

Dr E. Constable: How good local members are! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Exactly. It is just as well some local members are engineers, because they let me know 

exactly what would happen.  

Dr E. Constable: Has that been rectified?  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Yes. It has been rectified.  

Out of the BER program, Yangebup Primary School got a school hall, which is a fantastic asset.  

The school is listed for stage 2 in the rollout of the air conditioning program that the minister announced last 

year. The primary issue for the school is that it does not know where it sits on that stage 2 list. Assuming that it 

is in the middle or at the bottom of the list, the school community is very concerned that its students will not 

have air conditioning until the summer of 2014, which is three summers away. What grates the school 

community is the fact that it has been responsible for the installation of air conditioners in 60 per cent of 

classrooms at Yangebup Primary School. Despite being in the area that it is, the Yangebup school community is 

a very active and involved school community that over the years has fundraised and sought donations from 

organisations in and around Cockburn to successfully have air conditioning installed in 60 per cent of the 

school’s classrooms onsite. It should be congratulated for that. Through the program announced by the minister, 

the Yangebup school community is seeking the completion of the air conditioning program in its school. What 

really irritates and grates the Yangebup school community is the fact that South Lake Primary School, which is 

only three kilometres away from Yangebup Primary School, was put on the list for stage 1 of the program. The 

installation of air conditioners in that school is nearing completion. The Yangebup school community does not 

understand why a school that is really only three kilometres away on the other side of North Lake Road and has a 

similar demographic and a similar population and mix of students has been classified for stage 1 in the air 

conditioning program while the Yangebup school has been classified for stage 2. It does not understand—quite 

rightly—why it was listed as a stage 2 school. The criteria for selection was not explained to the school 

community, including the principals of both schools. It seems that an arbitrary decision was made, because the 

school on one side of the road has received air conditioning in stage 1 while the school on the other side—whose 

school community has put in effort to get some air conditioning installed—has been selected for stage 2. They 

are obviously irritated and upset because they do not think that it has been done fairly. That is one issue. If the 

criterion for defining which schools are put into stages 1 and 2 has been relatively arbitrary—it has been as 

arbitrary as a simple line on the map which represents the freeway—I will be greatly concerned. If we look 

politically down that line on the map, all the schools in Labor electorates are on the coastal side of the freeway, 

and all the schools in Liberal electorates happen to be on the other side.  

Dr E. Constable: Not always.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Most of them are on the eastern side of the freeway. I am sure the minister would not do a 

white-boarding exercise of selecting which schools are in Liberal Party—  

Dr E. Constable: If you go north of the river it is the opposite.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: I cannot speak about that. I am just saying what is going on in my electorate. I am positive 

that the minister would not do that type of white-boarding exercise. Those are the issues that I bring to the 

minister’s attention.  
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DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.17 am]: I thank the member for Cockburn 

for raising this issue. It is obviously very important to his constituents, especially those with children at 

Yangebup Primary School.  

Mr Speaker, you will recall the announcement of a $52 million program over four years to air-cool all the 

schools around the state that had not been air-cooled or air-conditioned, including those around the Geraldton 

area, which is 489 schools over four years. I understand that this program will be completed well and truly inside 

the four years. It is going really well at the moment.  

The decision was made to do this in two stages. Obviously, for a lot of reasons, the program could not be done in 

one go. The first reason was that it could not be done financially in one go. The second reason was that it would 

have been impossible to find people to install air conditioners in the 489 schools or to get all the units required to 

do it all very quickly; therefore, it was decided to do it in two stages. The member is right in saying that basically 

a line was drawn at the freeway, although there are schools west of the freeway that are close to other schools 

that were included in stage 1. The idea was that because it is hotter east of the freeway during summer, we would 

start with schools in that area and move towards schools nearer the coast. That was the principle we set. The 

freeway is an obvious arbitrary line. 

Mr F.M. Logan: It is not really like that. It gets hot all around there in summer.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: To be systematic, the notion was that we would start on the eastern side of the freeway 

and move across towards coast over four years. I think that was a fair decision. As a result of that decision, all 

schools will be air-conditioned and we changed the construction brief for new schools so that air cooling will be 

included in the brief for new schools, which is particularly important and sensible, rather than putting it in later 

on when it would be more expensive to attack the classrooms after they had been built. Geography determined 

the manner in which this is being rolled out. The scale of the undertaking has meant that it has to be staged, 

which goes without saying in a way. With that arbitrary line that was drawn—I do not know why—in the first 

instance, South Lake was put in stage 1, but as audits were done and that list was refined, it was put in stage 2. 

As the member for Cockburn knows, and as I know, that is a moot point because that school had already been 

progressively air-cooled or air-conditioned—I think it is air-cooled, but I have not confirmed that, but the work 

has been done. That was completed in 2007, as the school community and others had been working on that for a 

number of years, and I commend them for that, as I commend the Yangebup school community for the work it 

has done in air-cooling the school.  

Mr F.M. Logan: Seriously, minister, I do not want to politicise this, but as a local member I sit here and see 

those decisions being made, and, as you say, the arbitrary decision made by the Department of Education was to 

air-condition the eastern side rather than the western side of Perth, yet South Lake was chosen.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: That was the first run at it, and I think that was probably an error, just looking at it. If the 

member for Cockburn or I had been doing it and we had checked it, we would have said that was on the western 

side of the freeway.  

Mr F.M. Logan: Call me paranoid —  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Paranoid!  

Mr F.M. Logan: — but that happens to be in the member for Jandakot’s electorate—just on the other side of the 

road. I do not know; he may have lobbied. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I do not know either. 

Mr F.M. Logan: It just seems coincidental. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: As the announcement was made, I was given a list; I did not scrutinise that list. I trusted 

the department to come up with a list for each stage. Over the past 10 months that list has been finetuned. They 

have been auditing the schools to see what work needs to be done. In that audit, South Lake was nominally put in 

stage 2. As it turns out that is a moot point, because it is actually fully air-conditioned or air-cooled—one or the 

other—and that was done progressively up to 2007, so it is some years since that was completed. This means that 

in the end they were treated, in the finetuning, in exactly the same way, which is where South Lake should have 

been in the first place. Those schools are only three kilometres apart. I actually looked them up on Google maps 

and they are very close together. That decision is the correct one, even though having it on the list is only 

nominal.  

Mr J.M. Francis: It is just that the outcome is that one is completed and one is not.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was not completed under this program but by parents through fundraising. In many, 

many schools across the state, parents and communities have contributed to their air-cooling program. That is 

what makes a good school community, where people decide on preferences and priorities for their school and 
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work towards that. My hat is taken off to them. Every time I visit a school, I see the work that parents and the 

communities do in contributing to the schools. That community input is why our school system is so strong. I do 

not have a date for when Yangebup will be finished, but I will get that for the member and talk with him about it. 

If the member would like me to visit the school with him and speak to the parents, I will be more than happy to 

do that so I can see for myself firsthand. Overall our priorities for schools have changed. My impression is that 

our summers are getting longer; they are going longer into February–March, as we witnessed this year. We have 

made a terrific decision to make sure that all our schools are well catered for in this regard, for students, teachers 

and all the people working in the schools and it can only enhance the teaching and learning environments. It may 

be that in years to come, if there is continuing change, we will change the school holidays, because February is a 

very hot month.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Mr Speaker, before you take further grievances, I take this opportunity to table 191 letters to 

the minister from parents.  

The SPEAKER: As they are letters and not a petition, they can sit on the table for the remainder of this day’s 

sitting. 

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

 


